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 Bonjour and hello fellow SGS members!  I hope you all are 
excited for another great year of networking, community projects, 
continued education opportunities, and a lot of fun.   If you have any 
suggestions or ideas for upcoming lunch speakers, please contact the 
program director, Kurt Ley, to discuss as we only have a few spots left.  
I am looking forward to the great line-up of speakers Kurt has in store 
for us.  This month we have Mark J. Wojna presenting on Breton Sound 
which is where I broke out in the patch for Exxon Mobil, back when it 
was just Mobil.  

The market is forecasting 2023 to be a phenomenal year for the 
Oil & Gas Industry.  According to billionaire wildcatter, Autry 
Stephens, “There’s no better time to be in the oil business!”  I know we 
would all like to see tremendous growth and a record setting year.  

The 30th Annual ALTAPL-SGS Golf Tournament will be held 
at East Ridge C.C. on Friday, September 23rd.  There will be an awards 
dinner that evening.  This is always a well-attended event, and I 
encourage all to support by sponsoring, playing in the tournament, or 
coming to the evening social. Fees for social/dinner are $35 per person.  

I am looking forward to all of the upcoming lunch meetings and 
social events, reconnecting with old friends, and meeting new ones.  
Here’s hoping 2022-2023 is a successful year for all…and as we say 
down da bayou, Laissez le bon temps rouler! 

Michael Danos  

    Message            
       from              the 
                                 President 
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Meet The Board  
 
 

 President Michael Danos holds a B.S. in Business 
Administration and Finance from Northwestern State 
University. He has worked throughout the oilfield 
since 1994 gaining a background that includes 
offshore construction, gas cryogenics, and field 
geology.  Michael co-founded Toledo Mudlogging in 
2002 and become President in 2013, a position that 
he currently holds.  In his free time, Michael enjoys 

hunting & fishing with his kids and friends.  He is honored to serve as 
President of the SGS Board of Directors this year. 
  

First Vice President Kelly Byram is currently a 
geologist for TYGR Energy. He has spent his career 
generating prospects in the Ark-La-Tex for various 
companies including Crystal Oil, Medallion 
Production Co., KCS Resources and Petrohawk 
Energy. Kelly is a private pilot who enjoys flying 
whenever and wherever he can. He is married and has 
two sons and a daughter. 

 

Second Vice President Kurt Ley began his career 
as a geologist for Superior Oil in 1981.  He later 
worked for Tenneco, Apache, and Stroud Production 
before co-founding Kingwood Exploration in 2007.  
He has served on several industry and local boards 
and was SGS President in 2008.  Kurt and his wife 
Patti stay busy with their 9 grandchildren, but in their 
spare time, they enjoy traveling – splitting their trips 

between mountain hikes and the beach. 
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Meet The Board  

(continued) 
 

Secretary Gary Abrams is approaching 20 years at 
Stroud Exploration.  He graduated with a BS in 
geology from Vanderbilt University and an MS from 
the University of Texas at El Paso.  Gary is actively 
working TX, LA, and MS and served previously as 
VP and President of SGS as well as President of 
SPDA.   He enjoys sports, traveling, as well as time 
at Lake Bistineau. 
 
 

Treasurer Will Downs is an established oil and gas 
industry executive with 41 years of experience in 
public and private E&P, A&D, and service sectors. 
He earned a B.S. in Geology from Centenary College 
of Louisiana. 
 
 
Board Member Bezany Branton has been a 
geologist at Jones Environmental, Inc. for 18 years.  
She moved from Venezuela in 1997 to attend 
Louisiana Tech University. She graduated with a BS 
in Geology in 2004.  In her free time, she enjoys 
spending time with her adorable kids, Leo and 
Vanessa, and their new puppy, Rocco. 
 

Board Member Miller Horton is a Geologist with 
Jones Environmental and looks forward to his first 
year as an SGS board member. In his free time, 
Miller enjoys hiking, bicycling, photography and 
spending time with his family at the lake. 
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Main Office
2615 East End Blvd. South
Marshall, Texas 75672
Telephone:  (903) 938-9949
Fax:  (903) 935-0521

Seeking Opportunities in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, and New Mexico

www.camterra.com

Chief Executive Officer:  Zach Carlile
President:  Paul Marchand

Land Manager/General Counsel: Allen Staggers
Asst. General Counsel:  Pam Johnson

Director of Operations and Engineering:  Jim Larkin
Sr. Landman:  Jason Derebery

Landman/Gas Marketing/Regulatory:  Josh Searle

Dallas Office
100 Crescent Court
Suite 1800
Dallas, TX 75201
Telephone:  (214) 310-0512
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Meet The Board  
(continued) 

Board Member Bobby Raines has worked as an oil 
and gas geologist and environmental geologist in the 
Shreveport area for the past 38 years.  Bobby 
graduated from Northeast Louisiana University 
(Now ULM) with a BS in Geology in 1982. He most 
recently worked at Cardinal Gas Storage Partners 
and ALTEC Environmental Consulting.  He is 
currently self-employed providing oil and 
gas/environmental consulting services.  Bobby 

enjoys playing golf and traveling with his wife. 
  

Board Member Richard Taylor is serving his 
second term on the Board of Directors for SGS. He 
carried the positions of 2nd Vice President and 
President from 2005-2007. Mr. Taylor has been an 
independent geologist for most of his career. In his 
free time, he enjoys listening to local musicians with 
friends. 
 
 
Executive Assistant to the Board Annie Green is a 
Geotech for Nadel and Gussman and looks forward 
to her sixth year working with Shreveport Geological 
Society. Additionally, she serves on the boards of the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission, Christmas 
festival, and National Night Out in her hometown. In 
her free time, Annie enjoys outdoor adventures with 
her husband and three sons. 

 

 

 

 
 

Keep in Touch  
through the Shreveport Geological 

Society LinkedIn Group. 
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Faithful Friends 2021 - 2022 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You!  
 
 

To be a Faithful Friend for 2022-2023,  
please contact Kelly Byram. 

 

River Rouge Minerals 

Kingwood Exploration 

William Downs 

Scott Comegys 

Steve White 

Phil Israel 

Geological Drafting Consultants, Inc. 

Joe McDuff 

Sugar Creek Producing Company 

Williamson Oil and Gas, Inc. 

David Billingsley 

Marlin Exploration, LLC 

Grigsby Petroleum, Inc. 

Louise Pearce 

Hill Geophysical Consulting 

T.W. McGuire & Associates, Inc. 

Toledo Mudlogging Services, Inc. 

 

Milbird Resources 

Grant E. Black 

John Atkins 

Chris Franks 

Robert B. Raines, Jr. 

Sartor - Richardson 

Mark Moore 

Charles Gerard 

William Meaney 

William D. Hart 

Johnnie P. Wanger 

Joe R. White, Jr. 

Wild Oak Gas Company, Inc. 

Roger Berg 

Saye Energy, LLC 

Stuart Oden 
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Phone: (318) 222-0517

425 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Suite 360
Shreveport, Louisiana  71106

www.palmerpetro.com Fax: (318) 424-3256
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Calendar of Events

View
this interactive calendar at SGS1.org

September 16
RSVP for the Meeting

September 20
Monthly Meeting

Mark J. Wojna presents 
“Breton Sound – A Conventional Deep Water Play in 

Shallow Louisiana State Waters”
In-person 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Petroleum Club 15th Floor 

Virtual 12:00 p.m. - 1 p.m. Zoom

September 23
SGS-ALTAPL Golf Tournament

On the Cover: 2022-2023 Board photographed by  
The Harrington House Photographic Studio & Gallery. 

Interior Art: Page 1 “Fabulous Finds Series No. 38” (detail) by Christine 
Bailey, courtesy of the Bailey Art Gallery at 214 Texas Street.

More at Bailey-Gallery.com.
Page 17 "Entrance” (detail) by Mary Virginia Hill.

Got news? Geology photos for the cover? Meeting page art?
Email it to the editor today: 1RachelMcNerney@gmail.com
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R. LACY / 
CRAIN ENERGY

Oil and Gas Investments
Exploration and Development

222 EAST TYLER STREET
LONGVIEW, TX 75601

903-758-8276 (O)

Chris Bresch
V.P. Exploration

cbresch@rlacy.com

Hunter Brumble
Staff Geoscientist

hbrumble@rlacy.com

Scott Caswell
Sr. Geophysicist/Geoscientist

scaswell@rlacy.com
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First Commercial Use of
Natural Gas in Louisiana

By David Williamson and Matthew Chumley

Years ago, a historical marker stood in downtown 
Shreveport just south of where Market Street crosses Twelve Mile 
Bayou. This historical marker commemorated the first commercial 
use of natural gas in Louisiana that occurred in 1870. The marker 
was sponsored by the Shreveport Desk and Derrick Club and erected 
in 1976 (see newspaper article on page 15).

About 40 years later the marker was run over by a vehicle and 
left in shambles on the side of the road for several years. Several 
members of the Shreveport Geological Society contacted the City of 
Shreveport in an attempt to get the historical marker re-installed. The 
City finally removed the marker and said they would put it back up. 
Time past and the SGS members contacted the City about the status of 
the marker and learned it had been lost.  

In 2020, Matthew Chumley (pictured below, left) with the SGS 
began an initiative to get a new historical marker to replace the one that 
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GARY ABRAMS 
JOHN STROUD 

GEOLOGISTS 

416 TRAVIS STREET ♦ SUITE 600 
SHREVEPORT, LA 71101 
PHONE ♦ (318) 425-0101 

FAX ♦ (318) 425-2211 
 

TROUD 
etroleum, Inc. 

Mobile (318) 426-2536
craigcbarclay@gmail.com

10857 Sunrise Point • Shreveport, LA 71106

Richard “Dick” Swindell
Technical Sales

Tyler, Texas
Mobile: 903.253.6226

richard.swindell@wirelinelogs.com
wirelinelogs.com

T. W. McGuire & Associates, Inc.
Registered Petroleum Engineers

416 Travis St., Suite 1104 • P. O. Box 1763
Shreveport, LA 71166

(318) 222-0761
(318) 222-0799 Fax

Robert T. Maranto, P.E.         John M. Eppinette
 robert@twmcguire.net      john@twmcguire.net

DOWNS
ENERGY ACQUISITIONS, LLC

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
318-465-1302

318-465-1302 
2025 Woodberry Avenue 

Shreveport, LA 71106

Jim Hankla
Sales, Southern US

Mobile: 903.312.8500
James.Hankla@bakerhughes.com
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was lost. The Louisiana Office of Culture, Recreation and Tourism was 
contacted for information on the process to obtain a new historical 
Marker. The SGS completed an application for a new historical maker 
and began the process of working with the Louisiana Office of Tourism 
to purchase a new marker. The SGS solicited donations from its 
members to raise money to pay the $2,160 cost for a new marker. On 
February 15, 2022 Mathew Chumley received a letter from Lynne 
Coxwell, Director of Research with the Louisiana Office of Tourism 
which advised the application for reorder of the historical marker had 
been approved. The letter also advised that the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development would handle installation of the 
marker. 

The marker was received by DOTD and the SGS was notified it 
had been delivered and was ready to be installed. Matthew Chumley and 
David Williamson met with representatives of DOTD on July 25, 2022 
on the site to confirm where the marker was to be installed. SGS 
contacted the City to get the site cleaned up for installation of the 
marker. The City cleaned up 
the site. DOTD advised on 
July 27th that the carpenter 
crew had completed 
installation of the historical 
marker.   

Once again, the public 
can be advised that the first 
commercial use of natural gas 
in Louisiana was in 
Shreveport in 1870. Thanks to 
many exploration geologists 
natural gas continues to be 
produced today for use as a 
clean and efficient viable fuel 
to meet the needs of our 
citizens.   
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 Joe Eidson 318-623-5435
Michael Danos 318-332-7673

20 Ford Road, Many, LA  71449

14 15



 

14 15



401 Edwards Street, Suite 1510, Shreveport, LA 71101
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The Septem
  
 
  ber Meeting 

Make your  
RESERVATION 

Mark J. Wojna 
presents 

“Breton Sound – A Conventional Deep Water Play in 
Shallow Louisiana State Waters” 

Tuesday, September 20 

Virtual 
12:00 p.m. Zoom 

$10 

In-Person 
11:30 a.m. Petroleum Club of Shreveport 

$25 (Children 10 and under $8) 

We encourage members to invite guests, spouses, and 
friends to any of our meetings. 

If you’d like a seat, kindly RSVP  
by Friday, September 16 at SGS1.org 
or by calling Kurt Ley at 318-946-8585 
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Advertise Here!
Contact Kurt Ley at 946-8585
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Biography 

Mark J. Wojna joined LLOX Onshore 
Exploration as a Senior Explorationist in 
December 2019. Mark was previously Vice 
President of Exploration for Upstream 
Exploration from the company’s inception in 
February 2016 through its sale in October 2019. 
Prior to Upstream, Mark served as Gulf Coast 
Exploration Manager for Century Exploration 
New Orleans from 2008 to 2015. Mark’s 29 year 
career with Century was focused on oil and gas 
exploration and development in the federal OCS and state waters of 
Louisiana and onshore South Louisiana. Mark was instrumental in 
developing and growing the geopressured Middle Miocene trend in 
Breton Sound for Century Exploration and Upstream Exploration. Mark 
had a technical paper published on Century’s discovery and 
development of Breton Sound 53 Field in the New Orleans Geological 
Society’s 2010 South Louisiana Oil & Gas Fields Guidebook. Mark is a 
native of Detroit, Michigan. He has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Geology from Michigan State University and a Master of Science 
degree in Geology from the University of Southern Mississippi.  

 
Abstract 

The geopressured Middle Miocene section remains an attractive 
conventional exploration and development play in South Louisiana. 
This presentation summarizes recent exploration efforts in the Breton 
Sound geopressured section. The geopressured Middle Miocene section 
in Breton Sound produces at high flow rates, is liquid rich and generates 
strong cash flow. A deep-water depositional model was utilized to 
develop new exploration opportunities in the geopressured section. 
Seismic AVO analysis was used to high-grade prospects. All these 
factors combined create an attractive opportunity for future exploration 
growth throughout South Louisiana in the geopressured section. 
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Shreveport Petroleum Data Assn., Inc.

333 Texas Street, Suite 900

Shreveport, LA 71101

(318) 429-2237

Fax (318) 429-2441

Website : www.spdalogs.org

spda@spdalogs.org

Cindy Shepherd

Manager

P.O. Box 7726

Shreveport, LA 71137-7726

20 21



 

Photos from the May Meeting  
Photos by Brenda Pender  

 
Scott Comegys presented “Automated well log digitizing using 

machine learning.” Members and guests enjoyed the final lunch meeting 
of the year. The video for Scott Comegys’ talk has been posted on the 
SGS website. See page 21 for details. 
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ODEN & ASSOCIATES, LLC
Oil and Gas Exploration
Phone: 318-222-2400
Fax: 318-226-0840

ALAN SCHLICHTEMIER
Geologist

P.O. Box 1806
Shreveport, LA 71166

416 Travis Street, Ste. 400
Shreveport, LA 71101

odenassoc@bellsouth.net
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Outreach Report 
by David Williamson, edited by Rachel McNerney 

 
Recently, David Williamson made a presentation, on behalf of 

the Shreveport Geological Society, to about 40 students ages 4 through 
12, who attend the “Classical 
Conversations” homeschool at 
Gateway Church on Youree Drive. 
This came about after Kelly Chartier, 
the director of the homeschool group, 
submitted a contact form on the 
website asking for a SGS volunteer to 
make the presentation.    

The students had been studying 
rocks and minerals and were 
knowledgeable, attentive and polite. 
They knew a lot about geology for their 
age! 

Some SGS members have said they would give a presentation 
but they don’t know what to do. David says it depends on the style that’s 
comfortable to the presenter and appropriate for the audience, and offers 
further pointers and encouragement: 

 
 I have been 

giving talks on geology, 
rocks/minerals and 
fossils since I graduated 
from college in 1972. I 
used to give a lot of talks 
to environmental groups 
like the Sierra Club – not 
the friendliest audience – 
Rotary Clubs, professional organizations (engineers, geologists, 
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surveyors, realtors and others) on geology and mining. I have also done 
debates on public television about the pros and cons of strip mining. 
This debate had the second largest viewing audience – the audience for 
the debate on gun control was larger. 

I have given 
talks on geology and 
rocks and minerals to 
school groups and 
scouts since my 
daughter was in 
elementary school. 
She is a junior at Ole 
Miss now, so it’s 
been a few years. 
Some of her friends still call me the “Rock Guy”. The presentation is 
directed at the age of the group and the education they are getting. I have 
talked to some kindergarten and elementary age kids who knew more 
about geology than middle or high school age students. I have found the 
younger kids are more willing to talk, ask questions and participate. 

I always ask up front if anyone knows a geologist and we talk 
about the work that geologists do to explore for various commodities – 
oil/gas, coal, minerals, etc. We talk about the word “geology” and its 
origin from the Greek – geos (earth) and logy (study of). Someone 
usually asks what I do as a geologist or what I like best about the work 
I do. 

I make the presentations by explaining there are there types of 
rocks – sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous – and show many 
examples of each. The approach is to not just show and name the rocks 
and minerals but talk about how a geologist works in the field to find 
them, identify them and what they are used for. I use various granites of  
different types and colors, volcanics (scoria, pumice), slates, schists, 
mica, sandstone, claystone, salt, sulphur, coal, ironstone, etc. – I have a 
large rock collection to choose from. As I show and talk about each rock 
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we talk about their basic properties – color , heft, texture, hardness, 
crystal faces (if any), smell, taste, etc. 

I show fossils and several plastic dinosaurs and we have the 
obligatory discussion about dinosaurs – most of the younger kids can 
name more dinosaurs than you or I. I show a piece of amber and we talk 
about the movie Jurassic Park – they all know about this movie – and 
where those dinosaurs came from. They all can tell you the story about 
finding dinosaur DNA in the insect that was trapped in the amber. 

I always ask for volunteers to help as we go through the 
presentation and it works well. They lick the salt, rub the chunk of 
sulphur and smell it and then we 
all laugh as they tell their 
classmates what it tasted like or 
smelled like. We use graphite 
and a streak plate to talk about 
using streaks and color to help 
identify rocks. They use graphite 
to make a mark on paper and are 
surprised to learn they can write 
with a rock. 

As we go along, we talk about what the rocks and minerals are 
used for and if anyone uses anything made from rocks and minerals. 
Usually this gets a blank stare.  So I ask questions – How did you get to 
school? If you came in a car what was it made of? This leads into a 
discussion of what things are made of that we use every day – iron and 
steel to make the car, gasoline to fuel it, sulphur used in making tires, 
graphite in the pencils they write with, natural gas and coal used to 
produce electricity, etc.  I show rock cores and drill bits and we talk 
about drilling and mining to produce various minerals for our use.  

It’s a fun, learning experience that takes about 30 to 45 minutes 
depending on the degree of interest and questions. I encourage any of 
those in SGS that are willing to make a presentation to a group of 
students to do so. You will learn there is hope for Geology in the future. 
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Meeting Videos Online Now  
 

Visit https://sgs1.org/continuing-education to find recordings 
from this year’s meetings available for $10 each. Contact 
ShreveportGeological@gmail.com if you have any issues.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Invest in the Future 
 

You can donate to the SGS Scholarship Fund  
online at SGS1.org or by writing a check  

to the SGS with “Scholarship” in the memo line, and you may 
include an “in memory of” or “in honor of” note as well.  

 

Mail to: Shreveport Geological Society,  
P.O Box 750, Shreveport, LA 71162. 
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Finally, a novel for, and about, oil hunters. 
Enjoy a journey back into the way it was. 

 

 

Inspired by actual events in the 1950s rural South 
 

The moneymen turned him away, laughing, sneering, saying his 
science was bad; saying he was too far away from oil, calling him a 

fool, a dupe, a hopeless loser. His peers, smelling the stench of 
failure, distanced themselves from him. His lenders²the few he 

had²fidgeted, fearing he was unlucky. 
 

His bills and worries mounted. His drilling rig, ³Lucky Lucy,´ true 
to the antithesis of her name, broke down almost daily. His crews, 

tired of working for nothing, threatened to walk away. 
 

Crafty, whispering voices, from figures watching from the shadows, 
schemed to get that which he sought, if he were lucky enough to 

 find it. Eager, desperate faces of farmers, merchants and  
townspeople stood aside watching, waiting, praying his luck  

would be theirs, as well. 
 

Few believed him, and as his bit twisted its way into the Earth¶s   
mysterious belly, one who did, a woman he wondered if he could 
 trust, told him what he couldn¶t seem to fathom²that his real  

discovery would not likely be at the bottom of his hole. 
 

The Restless Earth is published by WordCrafts Press and can be 
ordered in paperback, hard cover or e-book from  

Amazon, Barnes&Noble and other worldwide outlets. 
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Monthly Permits –  
July 2022 

Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 
 

Louisiana Permits 
 
 

  

See Map and Texas Permits on following pages. 
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Monthly Permits – July 2022 
Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 

 

Map 
 

  
 

See Permits listed on previous and following pages. 
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Monthly Permits –  
July 2022 

Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 
 

Texas Permits 
  

Continued on next page. 
See Map and Louisiana Permits on previous pages. 
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Monthly Permits –  
July 2022 

Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 
 

Texas Permits  
(continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See Map and Louisiana Permits on previous pages. 
 

Membership Directory 
 

To All Shreveport Geological Society Members:  
The membership directory has always been a very useful tool for 

keeping in touch with our friends and business associates. The last 
directory was published with the 2017-18 data base. A new directory 
will come out this year and it is important that the information that 
we have for you is still current. Please verify that our data is correct 

or make changes if required. Brenda will be available to take 
pictures at upcoming meetings and also at the Shreveport Petroleum 

Data Association location. If you would like to submit a picture 
electronically please do so in .jpg format. 

Questions? Contact ShreveportGeological@gmail.com. 
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Geoscientist Licensing in Louisiana 
 

Did you know? 
When you attend a monthly Shreveport Geological Society 

meeting, you earn one hour of continuing education credit for your 
LBOPG license. This is a simple and enjoyable way to get your hours! 
You can also find links to continuing education ethics credit courses at 
https://sgs1.org/continuing-education/.  

Ready to track your CE hours?  
Visit the LBOPG website today to download your  

continuing education log template  
lbopg.org/resources/continuing-education 
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Like what you see? 
Fill out and mail in this form or find it online at SGS1.org.  
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SGS HONORARY MEMBERS

James D. Aimer*

William E. Bancroft*

Michael W. Beckman*

Orville Roger Berg
David L. Billingsley, Jr. 

B. W. Blanpied*

Prentis L. Boatner, Jr.*

Alan L. Brittain 
John Franks*

Victor P. Grage*

John C. Grunau*

J. Frank Harrell*

James B. Harris*

William E. Hayes*

Roy T. Hazzard*

Dr. Leo Hermann*

Kevin B. Hill
Charles J. Hoke*

Perry G. Holloway*

Walter E. Hopper*

E. B. Hutson*

L. Lee Kincade*

Joseph O. Laird*

Paul Todd Landes, Jr.*

W. W. Lincoln*

William R. Meaney
Clarence L. Moody*

John T. Palmer*

Thomas H. Philpott*

William M. Plaster*

Gene R. Robinson*

C. Lane Sartor*

Erwin W. Saye*

Fred R. Schroeder*

C. Ray Scurlock
Walter H. Spears*

William C. Spooner*

George D. Thomas*

Arthur H. Trowbridge
Henry J. Tyler*

Claude N. Valerius*

Warren B. Weeks*

Percy J. Wheeler, Jr.
B. Ross White*

R. M. Wilson*

(* Deceased)
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