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 Hello SGS members!  I hope all of you had a wonderful summer 

spending time with your friends and families!  As I write this message, 

we are experiencing 100+ degree days, but hopefully the temperatures 

will have moderated by the time you read this.  One good thing about 

these high temperatures is that electric power generation is at a peak 

which is good for natural gas demand and prices. 

My sincere appreciation is extended to our board members 

whose term ended this summer.  Gary Abrams, Bezany Branton, and 

Michael Danos served our society well over the last 3 years.  I would 

also like to welcome the new board members for 2023-2026: Bezany 

Branton, Kevin Hill, and Mark Moore.  I am sure they will do an 

excellent job serving the SGS! 

Our new 2nd Vice president, Bobby Raines, will be coordinating 

WKLV�\HDU¶V�VSHDNHU�SURJUDP�DQG�KH�LV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�OLQHXS���,I�

you have any suggestions for upcoming speakers, please contact Bobby.  

<RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�PLVs our September lunch meeting.  Our speaker will 

be Amy Close who will be giving us a Permian Basin overview.  The 

title of her presentation is:  The Permian Basin: A World-Renowned Oil 

and Gas Producing Region. 

    Message            
       from              the 
                                 President 
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The annual ALTAPL ± SGS Golf Tournament will be held at 

East Ridge Country Club on Friday, October 6th, 2023.  This is always 

a well-attended event, and I encourage all of you to support by 

sponsoring and/or playing.  There will be a morning and afternoon 

flight. 

On another note, in a cost savings move, the SGS Board has 

decided that effective January 1, 2024, we will go to a digital only 

monthly bulletin and will no longer produce the printed version. When 

you renew your SGS membership, please make sure you update your 

email address if necessary. 

Lastly, I am honored to be your president for the upcoming SGS 

2023-2024 calendar year.  As many of you know, 2024 will be the 100th 

anniversary of the Shreveport Geological Society!  To get our 

anniversary year started in style, our October lunch meeting will be held 

as a dinner meeting.  The date has been set for Friday, October 20th, and 

it will be held at the Petroleum Club.  Please plan on bringing your 

spouse or significant other for an evening of fun and fellowship.  More 

details will follow in next moQWK¶V�EXOOHWLQ. 

All the Best! 

Kurt 
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Faithful Friends 2022 - 2023 

 
Milbird Resources, LLC 

Charles Gerard 
Wild Oak Gas Co., Inc. 

Joe White, Jr. 
Stroud Exploration  

Company, LLC 
Joseph McDuff 
Williamson and  
Associates, LLC 

Sartor Richardson 
Spanoil Incorporated 

John E. Atkins 
Steve White, Inc. 

Sugar Creek Producing 
Hill Geophysical  
Consulting, LLC 

David Hart 
Scott Caswell 

Grigsby Petroleum, Inc. 
William Meaney 
Thomas Wyche 

Marlin Exploration, LLC 
Jon Saye 

Kingwood Exploration 
David L. Billingsley, Jr. 

Kelly Byram 
Toledo Mudlogging, Inc. 

Bobby Raines 
Christopher D. Franks 

Robin Smith 
Matthew Chumley 

William Downs 
Scott Comegys 

Ian Byram 
Stuart Oden 

Windell Phillips 
Leslie Broussard 

John Stafford Comegys 
Louise F. Pearce 
Johnson Energy

 

Thank You!  
 

To be a Faithful Friend for 2023-2024,  
please contact Bezany Branton. 
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Main Office
2615 East End Blvd. South
Marshall, Texas 75672
Telephone:  (903) 938-9949
Fax:  (903) 935-0521

Seeking Opportunities in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, and New Mexico

www.camterra.com

Chief Executive Officer:  Zach Carlile
President:  Paul Marchand

Land Manager/General Counsel: Allen Staggers
Asst. General Counsel:  Pam Johnson

Director of Operations and Engineering:  Jim Larkin
Sr. Landman:  Jason Derebery

Landman/Gas Marketing/Regulatory:  Josh Searle

Dallas Office
100 Crescent Court
Suite 1800
Dallas, TX 75201
Telephone:  (214) 310-0512
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Meet The Board 
 
 

President Kurt Ley began his career as a geologist 
for Superior Oil in 1981.  He later worked for 
Tenneco, Apache, and Stroud Production before co-
founding Kingwood Exploration in 2007.  He has 
served on several industry and local boards and was 
SGS President in 2008.  Kurt and his wife Patti stay 
busy with their 10 grandchildren, but in their spare 
time, they enjoy traveling ± splitting their trips 

between mountain hikes and the beach.  He is honored to serve as 
President of the SGS Board again this year. 
  
 

First Vice President Bezany Branton, has been a 
geologist at Jones Environmental, Inc. for 19 years.  
She moved from Venezuela in 1997 to attend 
Louisiana Tech University. She graduated with a BS 
in Geology in 2004.  In her free time, she enjoys 
spending time with her adorable kids, Leo and 
Vanessa, and their puppies, Rocco and Bruno. 
 

 
Second Vice President Bobby Raines has worked 
as an oil and gas geologist and environmental 
geologist in the Shreveport area for the past 38 years.  
Bobby graduated from Northeast Louisiana 
University (Now ULM) with a BS in Geology in 
1982. He most recently worked at Cardinal Gas 
Storage Partners and ALTEC Environmental 
Consulting.  He is currently self-employed providing 

oil and gas/environmental consulting services.  Bobby enjoys playing 
golf and traveling with his wife. 

4 5



6 7



 

Meet The Board  

 (continued) 
 

Secretary Kelly Byram is currently a geologist for 
TYGR Energy. He has spent his career generating 
prospects in the Ark-La-Tex for various companies 
including Crystal Oil, Medallion Production Co., 
KCS Resources and Petrohawk Energy. Kelly is a 
private pilot who enjoys flying whenever and 
wherever he can. He is married and has two sons and 
a daughter. 
 
Treasurer Will Downs is an established oil and gas 
industry executive with 42 years of experience in 
public and private E&P, A&D, and service sectors. 
He earned a B.S. in Geology from Centenary College 
of Louisiana. 
 
 

 

Board Member Miller Horton is a Geologist with 
Jones Environmental and looks forward to his second 
year as an SGS board member. In his free time, 
Miller enjoys hiking, bicycling, photography and 
spending time with his family at the lake. 
 
 
 
Board Member Richard Taylor is serving his 
second term on the Board of Directors for SGS. He 
carried the positions of 2nd Vice President and 
President from 2005-2007. Mr. Taylor has been an 
independent geologist for most of his career. In his 
free time, he enjoys listening to local musicians with 
friends. 
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Phone: (318) 222-0517

425 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Suite 360
Shreveport, Louisiana  71106

www.palmerpetro.com Fax: (318) 424-3256
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Meet The Board  
(continued) 

Board Member Mark S. Moore is President of 
Approach Environmental. He has worked as a 
geologist since 1986 in oil and gas exploration, 
production, and environmental consulting. Mark 
holds a B.S. in Geology and A.S. in Petroleum 
Engineering Technology from Louisiana Tech as 
well as P.G. certification in Arkansas, Texas, and 
Louisiana. He and his wife, Janet, have two children 
and two grandchildren. Mark serves as a Deacon at 

First Baptist Bossier City, where he and Janet have been active members 
since 1992. Mark and Janet enjoy traveling and spending time with their 
family, especially the grandchildren, and friends.  
 

Board Member Kevin Hill has worked as a 
consulting ge ophysicist/geologist in the Shreveport 
area for the past 38 years. Prior to that, Kevin worked 
for Sonat, Forest Oil and Cities Service.  LSU (BR) 
bestowed a BS-Professional degree on Kevin in 
1977. He is currently president and CEO of Hill 
Geophysical Consulting, LLC and has worked 
around the world in oil and gas, mining and property 
valuation.  He is past president and an honorary 

PHPEHU�RI�WKH�6*6.��:KHQ�KH�LVQ¶W�VWDULQJ�DW�KLV�ZRUNVWDWLRQ��.HYLQ�
likes to play guitar and also travel to exotic places to see the sights and 
take in the food and wine. 
 

Executive Assistant to the Board Annie Green is a 
Geotech for Nadel and Gussman and looks forward 
to her seventh year working with Shreveport 
Geological Society. Additionally, she serves as 
Chairman of the Metropolitan Planning Commission, 
Vice President of the Christmas Festival, and Board 
Member of National Night Out in her hometown. In 
her free time, Annie enjoys outdoor adventures with 
her husband and three sons. 
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R. LACY / 
CRAIN ENERGY

Oil and Gas Investments
Exploration and Development

222 EAST TYLER STREET
LONGVIEW, TX 75601

903-758-8276 (O)

Chris Bresch
V.P. Exploration

cbresch@rlacy.com

Hunter Brumble
Staff Geoscientist

hbrumble@rlacy.com

Scott Caswell
Sr. Geophysicist/Geoscientist

scaswell@rlacy.com
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Calendar of Events 
 

 
 

View  
this interactive calendar at SGS1.org 

 
 

September 14 
RSVP for the Meeting 

 

September 19 
Monthly Meeting: Amy Close presents "The Permian Basin:  

A World-Renowned Oil and Gas Producing Region" 
In-person 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.;  

Petroleum Club 15th Floor  
Virtual 12:00 p.m. - 1 p.m. Zoom 

 

September 30 - October 8 
Mock Dig at the Red River Revel ± Volunteers Needed 

October 6 
30th Annual ALTAPL/SGS Golf Tournament  

at East Ridge Country Club 
 

 
 
  

On the Cover:  
Your SGS Board for 2023-2024, photographed by Brenda Pender. 

 
 

Interior Art:  
Page 1 “Fabulous Finds Series No. 38” (detail) by Christine Bailey, 

courtesy of the Bailey Art Gallery at 214 Texas Street.  
More at Bailey-Gallery.com. 

Page 7 “Mountain Moonlight” (detail) by Mary Virginial Hill. 
 
 

Email news and art to: 1RachelMcNerney@gmail.com 
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GARY ABRAMS 
JOHN STROUD 

GEOLOGISTS 

416 TRAVIS STREET ♦ SUITE 600 
SHREVEPORT, LA 71101 
PHONE ♦ (318) 425-0101 

FAX ♦ (318) 425-2211 
 

TROUD 
etroleum, Inc. 

Mobile (318) 426-2536
craigcbarclay@gmail.com

10857 Sunrise Point • Shreveport, LA 71106

Richard “Dick” Swindell
Technical Sales

Tyler, Texas
Mobile: 903.253.6226

richard.swindell@wirelinelogs.com
wirelinelogs.com

T. W. McGuire & Associates, Inc.
Registered Petroleum Engineers

416 Travis St., Suite 1104 • P. O. Box 1763
Shreveport, LA 71166

(318) 222-0761
(318) 222-0799 Fax

Robert T. Maranto, P.E.         John M. Eppinette
 robert@twmcguire.net      john@twmcguire.net

DOWNS
ENERGY ACQUISITIONS, LLC

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
318-465-1302

318-465-1302 
2025 Woodberry Avenue 

Shreveport, LA 71106

Jim Hankla
Sales, Southern US

Mobile: 903.312.8500
James.Hankla@bakerhughes.com
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The Septembe
 

r Meeting 
Make your     

RESERVA TION 

 Amy Close 
presents 

"The Permian Basin:  
A World-Renowned Oil and Gas Producing Region" 

Tuesday, September 19 

Virtual 
12:00 p.m. Zoom 

$10 

In-Person 
11:30 a.m. Petroleum Club of Shreveport 

$25  

We encourage members to invite guests, spouses, and 
friends to any of our meetings. 

,I�\RX¶G�OLNH�D�VHDW��NLQGO\�RSVP  
by Friday, September 15 at SGS1.org 

or by calling Bobby Raines at 318-218-7945. 
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FOR ALL YOUR 
GEOLOGICAL AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS

866-463-5600
20 Ford Road

Many, LA  71449
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Biography 

Amy Close has 22 years of experience in 

the petroleum industry, with a focus on 

acquisitions, divestitures, exploration, and asset 

development.  With experience in multiple US 

basins, as well as offshore and international 

experience, she has led teams in over $1 billion 

in total acquisitions and over half a billion in  

divestitures while managing large assets and improving production. 

Currently, Amy serves as the VP of Business Development and 

Geoscience at Digital Operating Company, responsible for identifying 

and developing new business opportunities that align with the overall 

company strategy.  Prior to her current role, Amy was Director of 

Geoscience at Laredo Petroleum.  She is past president of Tulsa 

Geological Society, Tulsa Geological Foundation Board member, 

ADAM Tulsa Board member, and O&G Committee member Tulsa Irish 

Fest. 

 

Abstract 

The Permian Basin is a world-renowned oil and gas producing 

region located in West Texas and southeastern New Mexico. It is named 

after the Permian geologic time, which occurred from 251 to 291 million 

years ago. The basin is known for its rich exploration and development 

history, combined with a perfect geologic setting that has made it a super 
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401 Edwards Street, Suite 1510, Shreveport, LA 71101
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basin, taking its place at the table with other major oil and gas producers 

in the Middle East and Latin America.  

Since the first well was drilled in 1920, this area has produced 

over 30 billion barrels of oil, with almost an equal amount still 

remaining. The Permian Basin has evolved over the years, with 

innovative technologies and innovations leading to increased production 

levels. In the 2010s, horizontal drilling revitalized the basin, with 

unconventional targets dominating the drilling program in the region.  

This drilling has triggered record production levels, courtesy of 

the swallow sea depositional system during the Lower Permian time. 

The potential for oil and gas production in the Permian Basin remains 

high, with almost half of the original oil still to be recovered.  

This presentation aims to provide an overview of the Permian 

Basin's history of deposition, the expansion of oil and gas production, 

and the potential production remaining from multiple targets. It will 

delve into the geologic setting of the region, the evolution of drilling 

technology, and the impact of horizontal drilling on the basin's 

production levels. Additionally, it will explore the potential for future 

production in the Permian Basin, including the multiple targets that are 

yet to be explored. 

Overall, the Permian Basin continues to be one of the most 

important oil and gas producing regions in the world, with a rich history 

and promising future.  
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Advertise Here!
Contact Kurt Ley at 946-8585
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Mock Dig Volunteers Needed 
 

 

Each year the Shreveport Geological Society participates in the 

Red River Revel by organizing the Mock Geological Dig, courtesy of 

Security Exploration. SGS members volunteer to introduce young 

people to the excitement of scientific discovery. Rocks, minerals and 

fossils are scattered in a giant sand box that is roped off in squares, just 

like a real geological dig!  

Children are encouraged to claim a section and hunt for quartz, 

pyrite, sharks' teeth, and polished rocks for 15-30 minutes, after which 

SGS members tell them about what they found and get to take home. 

Volunteers with or without a geology background can help reseed the 

dig. Young adults high-school- to college-aged are encouraged to 

volunteer at the dig along with SGS members to learn more about rocks 

and minerals and to understand how important science is in our 

community.  

Please volunteer for a shift that fits your schedule! You will also 

receive a commemorative t-shirt. More details coming soon. 

 
 

The Mock Dig will be open  

September 30 – October 8 
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Shreveport Petroleum Data Assn., Inc.
333 Texas Street, Suite 900

Shreveport, LA 71101
(318) 429-2237

Fax (318) 429-2441
Website : www.spdalogs.org

spda@spdalogs.org

Natalie Wingrove, Manager 
318-429-2236

natalie.wingrove@spdalogs.org

P.O. Box 7726
Shreveport, LA 71137-7726
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ODEN & ASSOCIATES, LLC
Oil and Gas Exploration
Phone: 318-222-2400
Fax: 318-226-0840

ALAN SCHLICHTEMIER
Geologist

P.O. Box 1806
Shreveport, LA 71166

416 Travis Street, Ste. 400
Shreveport, LA 71101

odenassoc@bellsouth.net

Scott G. Comegys, P.G.
LA #812

333 Texas St., Suite 825
Shreveport, LA 71101

(318) 426-3689
scott@sgcenergy.com

Seismic Interpretation 
Hz Drilling Prognosis

Exploration | Asset Evaluation
WI Participation | Marketing
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11050 BELLE ROSE CIRCLE
SHREVEPORT, LA 71106
PHONE: (318) 218-5711

FAX: (318) 221-2372
anthony@spanoil.com
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333 TEXAS ST., SUITE 2230, SHREVEPORT, LA  71101 
318-674-4100WEALTH MANAGEMENT  

At Steward Partners

In times of change, some things remain the same.

SEATED AT DESK: SEATED IN FRONT OF DESK: 

Denis Poljak, Ph.D., CPM®, CIMA®, CFP® Davor Poljak, MBA, CPM® 
Partner Partner 
Managing Director Managing Director 
Wealth Manager Wealth Manager

BACK ROW: 

Jason Adams, MBA 
Partner 

Vice President  

Client Relationship 
Manager

 

Ryan Yarbrough 
Partner 

Vice President 

Registered Client 
Administrative Manager

 

John Simpson 
Partner 

Vice President 

Wealth & Portfolio 
Specialist

 

Joseph Fell, MBA 
Partner 

Vice President 

Wealth & Portfolio 
Specialist 

 

Scott Salvail 
Partner 

Vice President 

Wealth & Portfolio 
Specialist

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Steward Partners Investment Solutions, LLC, registered broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC, and 
SEC registered investment adviser. Investment Advisory Services may also be offered through Steward Partners Investment Advisory, LLC, a SEC registered 
investment adviser. Steward Partners Investment Solutions, LLC, Steward Partners Investment Advisory, LLC, and Steward Partners Global Advisory, LLC are 

affiliates and separately operated. Poljak Group Wealth Management is a team at Steward Partners. 

Denis Poljak, Ph.D., CPM®, CIMA®, CFP®, Wealth Manager  •  Davor Poljak, MBA, CPM®, Wealth Manager 
Jason Adams, MBA, Client Relationship Manager  •  Joseph Fell, MBA, Wealth & Portfolio Specialist  •  Scott Salvail, Wealth & Portfolio Specialist 

John Simpson, Wealth & Portfolio Specialist  •  Ryan Yarbrough, Registered Client Administrative Manager
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Meeting Videos Online Now  
 

Visit https://sgs1.org/continuing-education to find recordings 
IURP� WKLV� \HDU¶V� PHHWLQJV� DYDLODEOH� IRU� ���� HDFK.� &RQWDFW�
ShreveportGeological@gmail.com if you have any issues.  
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Monthly Permits – July 2023 
Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 

 

Louisiana Permits 
 
 

  

Invest in the Future 
 

You can donate to the SGS Scholarship Fund  
online at SGS1.org or by writing a check  

WR WKe 6*6 ZLWK “6FKROaUVKLS” LQ WKe PePR OLQe� aQG  
you may include an “in memory of” or  

“in honor of” note as well.  
 

Mail to: Shreveport Geological Society,  
P.O Box 750, Shreveport, LA 71162. 

See Map and Texas Permits on following pages. 
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Monthly Permits – July 2023 
Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 

 

Map 
 

  
 

See Permits listed on previous and following pages. 
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Monthly Permits – July 2023 
Provided by ABCD GIS Mapping 

 

Texas Permits 

  

See Map and Louisiana Permits on previous pages. 

Keep in Touch  
through the 
Shreveport 

Geological Society 
LinkedIn Group. 
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Geoscientist Licensing in Louisiana 
 

Did you know? 
When you attend a monthly Shreveport Geological Society 

meeting, you earn one hour of continuing education credit for your 

LBOPG license. This is a simple and enjoyable way to get your hours! 

You can also find links to continuing education ethics credit courses at 

https://sgs1.org/continuing-education/.  

Ready to track your CE hours?  
Visit the LBOPG website today to download your  

continuing education log template  

lbopg.org/resources/continuing-education 
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Like what you see? 
Fill out and mail in this form or find it online at SGS1.org.  
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SGS HONORARY MEMBERS

James D. Aimer*

William E. Bancroft*

Michael W. Beckman*

Orville Roger Berg
David L. Billingsley, Jr. 

B. W. Blanpied*

Prentis L. Boatner, Jr.*

Alan L. Brittain 
John Franks*

Victor P. Grage*

John C. Grunau*

J. Frank Harrell*

James B. Harris*

William E. Hayes*

Roy T. Hazzard*

Dr. Leo Hermann*

Kevin B. Hill
Charles J. Hoke*

Perry G. Holloway*

Walter E. Hopper*

E. B. Hutson*

L. Lee Kincade*

Joseph O. Laird*

Paul Todd Landes, Jr.*

W. W. Lincoln*

William R. Meaney
Clarence L. Moody*

John T. Palmer*

Thomas H. Philpott*

William M. Plaster*

Gene R. Robinson*

C. Lane Sartor*

Erwin W. Saye*

Fred R. Schroeder*

C. Ray Scurlock*

Walter H. Spears*

William C. Spooner*

George D. Thomas*

Arthur H. Trowbridge
Henry J. Tyler*

Claude N. Valerius*

Warren B. Weeks*

Percy J. Wheeler, Jr.
B. Ross White*

R. M. Wilson*

(* Deceased)
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